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The Last of the Leaves: Weaving
Words of Social Suffering and the Act
of Living
Samantha Ashlyn Wauthier-Paspuleti

Flow of Presentation:
• Introduction
• Research Being Posed
• Methods
• Theoretical Perspectives
• Goals
• Questions

Introduction:
Social suffering: a concept used in the social sciences to
make sense of life experiences which result in either
individual or collective social pain and suffering.
Social suffering differs from biomedical understandings
of suffering, which associate pain and suffering with the
physical body’s response to trauma.

Research Being Posed:
My research derives from nearly
two years (2020-2022) of
autoethnographic fieldwork and
inherently subjective in scope.

Relies on my own social
experiences and perceived social
positionality to explore the topic
of social suffering as it has
occurred for myself over the
course of the previous three
years.

Methods:
Uses Arts Based Research (ABR) methods
(poetic inquiry) and autoethnographic
techniques (Subjective Commentary) to
provide vivid imagery and context for the
topics of social suffering.
Types of Poetic Inquiry: Haiku, Tanka and
Broken Verse.

Theoretical
Perspectives:
Intersectionality: illuminates the interplay that
occurs between different social positionalities
(e.g., mother, wife, daughter, patient PhD student,
academic employee) in a variety of social
environments (e.g., hospitals, veterinary clinics,
and public spaces influenced by Covid-19
governmental restrictions).
Symbolic interactionism: draws attention to the
role that positionality (self in relation to society)
and performance assume in the manifestation of
social suffering.

Goals:
Provide alternative understandings of social suffering and to
undermine hegemonic conceptualizations of social suffering as a onesize-fits-all concept.
Offer a safe space for readers to engage with a variety of oftentimes
taboo topics associated with social suffering.
Argue for the continued necessity of Arts Based Methods (ABR) in
social scientific research.

Questions?

Note: All works included in this presentation (i.e., photographs, literary excerpts) were
either taken by the Author, with permission from those photographed, or derive from the
author’s unpublished article, The Last of the Leaves: Weaving Words of Social Suffering
and the Act of Living.

